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Church Council 
 Council met on June 1, 2009. Our Spiritual Stretching exercise was about the account of 
Pentecost in Acts Chapter 2, verses 1-13. How we receive and interpret news when we hear new 
things depends on our perspectives. 
 Bob Knapp shared his view on leadership. He spoke about the Peter Principle – when 
people are promoted to leadership positions based on past performance, even though they may not be good 
leaders. For the upcoming church year, we will be talking about Change. What is it? What are the downsides? 
What are the key ingredients for change to happen? 
 There was a review of the past year’s activities and of the progress towards accomplishing the goals set 
out at the fall 2008 leadership retreat. We’ve accomplished many things and have made good progress on oth-
ers. But as we all know, there is more to do. Council is planning a retreat for this fall, hopefully in September, 
for Council, the Deacons and members of the Pastoral Relations Team. 
 Many thanks were offered to outgoing members of the Council, as many welcomes were offered to in-
coming members. Thanks to Joan Rifkin (Deacons), Jo Page (Music), Jan Drummond (Women’s Fellowship), 
Mary Hubbard (Christian Education) and Bettina Thiel (Board of Stewardship).  We welcome Rich Altman 
and Evan Warren (Deacons), Pauline Sholtys (Music), Sandy Reidy (Women’s Fellowship) and Louise Ford 
(Stewardship). Lastly, Fiona Robertson is changing roles on the Council, leaving as a Deacon but staying on as 
the Chair of the Board of Christian Education. 
 Your Council’s next meeting is scheduled for July 6, 2009 at 7:30 p.m. Please come. 
 
 

Thank You to Everyone at The First Church of Christ 
 
 I know by writing this note by computer it may seem impersonal, but; my gratitude is heartfelt and 
genuine. My intentions are for it to be legible to all. 
 
 I thank you for your generous gifts you have given me. Not just the monetary one, but 
also your children. It has been my pleasure to have gotten to know your children and to show 
them a glimpse of God’s love for them. The love you have shown me here will always stay in 
my heart. 
 
 It is my wish that all of you continue to follow your faith paths and take time to share 
with the children and youth the importance of God in their lives. Help them to be humble, 
loving, caring and just in all they do. I pray they will learn the traditions of this church and 
carry them out for many generations to come. 
 
 Again; my sincere thanks for all the gifts you have given me. 
 
      Blessings,   
 
      Joellyn Jason 
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The Rev. Dr. Sara E. Penn-Strah 

My Dear Friends, 
  
 Sociologist Robert Putnam, in his book “Bowling Alone,” suggests that we have become people with 
less and less social capital—people who make fewer social connections with others and have less inclination to 
do so at any deeper level than, perhaps, sending a modest donation to organizations. (One statistical example is 
while people are bowling more, they bowl in leagues less and less; hence, the title of his book.)  Such a lack of 
social capital, Putnam argues, results in a loss of commitment to civic organizations. 
 
 Mainline churches also bemoan the same lack of commitment.  Everyone says that we all are simply 
too busy to pay attention to what matters in life, now—we’ve no time anymore to really think about what and 
to commit ourselves to what matters most. 
 
 Well . . . I’d suggest that this church is proving all those pundits wrong.  Here are just three examples 
of ways the people of this particular church are rich in social capital and deep in their commitments to the mis-
sion and ministry of this church. 
 
 At our congregational meeting on Pentecost Sunday (May 31), our trustees reported upon a projected 
deficit.  People asked, “How can we address this problem faithfully?”  One person responded by issuing a fi-
nancial challenge to our congregation and, before the afternoon was over, a total of eight members had stepped 
up to the plate. (See full article on page 7.) Four more have made financial commitments since then. 
 
 The following Tuesday morning, June 2, six people worked hard for two hours on our choir garden—
reclaiming it from overgrowth, dead branches and weeds.  (See full article on page 3.)  When we finished at 
noon, the volunteers said that they’d be happy to do this again and two of them volunteered to “adopt” and 
maintain their own portion of the garden.  
 
 That same week a number of interested people met with Chris George of the refugee resettlement or-
ganization, IRIS, and learned that a family of five refugees from Iraq are arriving in Connecticut on June 30.  
Would we want to resettlement them here? At the writing of this article over 60 people have already stepped 
up to the plate with a resounding “Yes, I want to help!”  (See article on page5.) By the time you receive this 
newsletter, we expect that this family will be settled in Woodbridge! 
 
 And on June 13, six of our members, ranging from age 18 to fifty-something, used their Saturday to 
raise the walls (literally) on a house that is being built under the auspices of Amity Cares/Habitat for Humanity 
on Dewitt St. in New Haven. Habitat for Humanity is a nonprofit, ecumenical Christian housing organization 
that builds simple, decent, affordable housing in partnership with people in need.  
 
 We are a people of faith here at the First Church of Christ (UCC) Woodbridge, so we know that our 
connections to each other and to all the people of the world matter.  We are people of faith, so we take our 
covenant partnerships with each other seriously and we work deliberately to honor our covenant partnership 
with those with whom God calls us into relationship. 
 
 May we continue to grow together in the depth of our commitment to the church of Jesus Christ and 
may God continue to bless our journey together.      
 
 Sara 
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                             WORSHIP IN JULY 
 

July 5: Sara Kroon returns to our pulpit (perhaps accompanied by the twins she was carrying 
when last she was with us.) Sara was with us last year and was warmly received.  She is a 
graduate of the Yale Divinity School and on a leave of absence from her work toward the or-
dination process as she cares for her young children. 

 
July 12: Kevin Williams is a third year student at Yale Divinity School with a deep theology 
and, word has it, a gift for preaching.  Our pastor is Kevin’s advisor as he travels through the process of being 
under the care of the New Haven Association in preparation for ordained ministry. 

 
July 19: Kevin Williams returns. 

 
July 26:  Black Hymnal Hymn Sing at 9:50.  The Rev. Karen Bailey-Francois, preaching.  We will com-
mission those who are going off on the Youth Mission Trip to the Pine Ridge Reservation in South Dakota.  
Please come to support the travelers with your prayers and good wishes. 
 
Summer Worship Plans 
 The Deacons have decided to try keeping our worship time at 10:00 a.m. throughout the summer this 
year after two years of moving it to an earlier time (9:00 a.m.) 
 On August 23 and 30 we will worship on the Church Green, weather permitting.  Come and enjoy the 
beauty of God’s gift of creation to us here in Woodbridge. 

 
The Spirit moves as we take care of our beautiful grounds 
 
 Tuesday morning, June 2, six people worked hard for two hours on the 
choir garden—reclaiming it from overgrowth, dead branches and weeds. 
  
 A special thanks to Loch Reidy, Garrett Stack, Michael Lohne, Horace 
Little, John Durley, and John Anderson for work well done.  Watch for news of 
the next work day coming soon. 
  
 When we finished at noon, Loch Reidy told Michael Lohne that he’d be 
happy to do this again any time he was asked and Garrett Stack and John Ander-
son volunteered to “adopt” and maintain the portion of the garden that stretches 
along the east wall of the meeting house. (Did you notice the beautiful annuals 
they planted to the right of the front steps and just around the corner?) 
 
 Would you like to “adopt” a portion of the beds on our campus?  If so,  
e-mail the church office at office@uccw.org and we’ll help you pick out a plot 
that is just right for you. 

 
 
Summer Giving Reminder  
 During the summer months, it is easy to get lulled into forgetfulness about our fi-
nancial commitment to God’s work. Although we may be spending good quality time with 
our family and friends, we should not let our pledges lapse because the ongoing expenses 
of the church operation do not “go on holiday.” Please take a minute to keep The First 
Church family in your prayers and to send in your regular donations during July and Au-
gust. A giving statement will be sent the first part of July . 
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Cans and Bottle Collection through July 12 
 Thanks to everyone who has been dropping off their cans and bottles for redemption. Your 
support of seven members from our church going to Pine Ridge, South Dakota in August to partici-
pate in a service-learning project is appreciated! We are still in need of monies, however, so keep 
us in mind. Please drop off your clean, empty cans and bottles to the Parish House through Sunday, 
July 12. 
 

Send Us Your Photos! 
 As part of the plan for our new church directory, we are eager for digital images. We 
are asking that you send us a digital image of your family, as formal or informal as you’d like! 
Also welcome are digital images of church activities. Simply attach your photo file(s) in an e-
mail to the church office: office@uccw.org.  If you would like someone to take a photo of you 
for inclusion in the directory, let Carole know (389-2119). Other questions? Contact Julie 
Altman (393-0796), or Sally Lohne (387-8459). 

Pine Ridge Mission Trip 
 Please keep those participating in our very special mission trip to Pine 
Ridge, South Dakota in your thoughts and prayers as they embark on their journey 
August 1. Five youth members (Margot Maley, Kara Burgess, Lloyd Chen, Emma 
Altman, Katie Abbott) along with two adult chaperones (Julie Altman and Evan 
Warren) will travel to participate in a service-learning project. The trip is in service 
to Re-Member, an organization working with the Oglala Lakota Tribal Nation, and 
will involve a week of work and community building. A commissioning service to 
mark the start of their safe journey will be held during worship July 26.  

 
Director of Christian Education – Part-Time Position Available 
 Do you know an educator who is an active Christian?  The First Church of Christ (UCC) 
in Woodbridge seeks a dynamic person to develop and lead their youth education programs in a 
20 hour a week position.   
 The candidate chosen will be active in their own church, have experience as a profes-

sional educator, and have some college education; a four-year degree is preferred. 
 Qualified candidates should e-mail their resumes to:  Andrew J. Maley, First Church of Christ (UCC) 
Woodbridge, maleyaj@uccw.org.  No telephone calls or agencies, please.  www.firstchurchwoodbridge.org 

 
Strawberry Festival Thanks 
 Thank you to our chairpersons:  Polly Schulz, Bettina Thiel, Julie Altman and Evan War-
ren, plus all the support staff who helped with advertising, served food, setup and cleaned up at 
the 54th Annual Strawberry Festival on June 12th.   Support included:  Charles Crews, Carole 
Prescott, the Altmans, Bob Conniff, the Reidys, Stefany Schulz, Ginny Calistro, Beverly Fries, 

Karen Testone, Lisa Flaherty, Pauline Sholtys, Chase and Maeve Doolan (and friend), the Maleys, Mike and 
Sara Penn-Strah, Erica Gonzalez and Marcel Garre, John Grillo, Matthew Stansel, Betsy Demir, Debbie Shee, 
Kit Engstrom, John Anderson, the Chens, Jan Drummond, Carol Flint, Leslie Martino, Jay Baldwin, and the 
many hullers and all those who had not signed up, but jumped in to help.  We sold 163 dinners and 288 straw-
berry shortcakes.   With the overcast and rainy day, it was nice to see the sun when the festival started, but did 
bring out fewer diners than last year.  The Fiddleheads provided music again this year.  I am still finalizing the 
numbers but it appears to be around an $850 profit!  A fantastic effort by all, thank you! 
 A special thanks to Katy Hubbard who has contributed her legendary baking skills to so many of the 
Festivals and makes our Strawberry Festival unique and delicious and has earned a much deserved retirement. 
 If you brought home any plastic containers and you would like to “go green” this year, you can drop 
off the containers or lids in the church kitchen for use next year. 
  Barbara Baldwin 
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Making Our World More Loving and Less Terrifying  
 
 With an incredible outpouring of compassion, love and can do, our congregation has 
exploded and mobilized around its desire to sponsor a refugee family who needs us. On 
June 30, we officially welcome to their new home in Woodbridge, an Iraqi refugee family 
who, for the past three years has been displaced, living in Beirut, Lebanon. 
 
 Exactly, what do we mean by sponsoring a refugee family? It’s quite simple. The family, after being 
selected by the United States Department of State, was reviewed. After intensive vetting they were invited to 
come to the U.S. and live here because their lives were in danger in their homeland, Iraq. The reasons for such 
danger are unimaginable to us. Such is the case with our family. 
 
 A family of five: mother, father, and three daughters (ages 12, 15 and 20), start their new life in their 
new country, in Woodbridge. We have worked to find safe housing, furnish their home, fill their cupboards 
and refrigerator, and offer our hands in friendship. All this is in co-sponsorship with Integrated Refugee and 
Immigrant Services (IRIS) in New Haven. IRIS is an official non-profit agency that works with the U.S. De-
partment of State to settle refugees. 
 
 The goal of the sponsorship is to make the family completely self-sufficient in 12 months or less. That 
means finding employment, establishing credit, teaching every day living skills, being an advocate and friend, 
and building complete financial independence. We let go, the family flies. To this end many volunteers are 
needed. 
 
 One of the biggest needs at this time is establishing a pool of drivers and finding jobs. Soon, the family 
will take public transportation, (the bus), but while they are learning, we need drivers. Driving to job inter-
views, shopping, medical appointments, daily English lessons, Social Security and Medicaid intakes are just a 
few. Those who have large vehicles capable of carrying five passengers plus the driver are needed. We also 
need drivers able to take fewer than five passengers when the entire family doesn’t need to be transported. 
 
 We need employment. The father is university educated and speaks English. The mother has some 
higher education. The oldest daughter is 20 and is able to work. The two younger daughters are still in school. 
Work in the Woodbridge Commercial District is a plus because of proximity to their home. Entry-level jobs 
are accepted. English language skills may be limited.  
 
 Contact Garrett Stack, Refugee Resettlement Coordinator for First Church Woodbridge, for any inquir-
ies, financial contributions, or volunteer assignments at: gstack@optonline.net or at 397-3382 – 3 Barberry 
Lane, Woodbridge. 
 
Visit our website http://www.firstchurchwoodbridege.org to find more information about our Refugee 
Resettlement Project. 
 
 
 Cooking for Columbus House 
 Thanks to the many volunteers who have worked to bring a hot meal to the residents of Columbus 
House this year. You will be sent a reminder and instructions with a list of people who can assist you with any  
questions. The following committees/groups are scheduled: 
      
   Monday, July 20  The Ballou Family 
   Monday, August 17  Altman Family & Friends 
     

Watch next month for the new fall schedule!   
 For $130 you can sponsor a meal at Columbus House! Call Carole at the church office, 389-2119.  
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Our Graduating High School Seniors 
 I apologize for inadvertently omitting some of our high school seniors from last 

month’s announcements, so we are running the whole list again this month. We are proud 
of them all and excited for them as they continue on life’s journey.  
 
Aaron Altman is graduating from Amity and will attend Pomona College in Claremont, CA. 
 
After taking a gap year to work and travel, Cody Ballou will attend Pace University. 
 
Scott Burgess is graduating from Amity and will be attending Hofstra University. 
 
Karyn Colomonico will be attending Eastern Connecticut State University. 
 
Conner Doolan is graduating from Amity and will be going to the University of Colorado-Boulder next fall. 
 
Andrea Knapp is graduating from Hamden Hall Country Day School and has decided on Penn State. 
 
Matthew Maley is graduating from Hamden Hall Country Day School and will attend Bates College. 
 
Frederick H. Mott will be graduating Notre Dame High School of West Haven and will attend Southern Con-
necticut State University. 
 
Whitney Olsen will be attending Central Connecticut State University.  
 
Chloe Patton will be graduating from Choate Rosemary Hall and will be attending Bryn Mawr College in 
Pennsylvania. 
 
Vincent Testone is graduating from Amity and will be attending Southern Connecticut State University. 
  
Bobby Anastasio has graduated from Seymour High School and will attend the University of Connecticut. 

 
Will Martino has graduated from Hopkins and will attend Tufts. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
KIDSONG is AUGUST 5 - 14, 2009 
 Register NOW for a fun 8 days of music, arts and crafts, recreation and loving attention 
with three of the most favorite lunches provided (the others you bring yourself).  Arrive at the 
First Church of Christ, Woodbridge campus by 9:00 a.m. and the rest is all planned for you. Fin-
ished each day at 2:00 p.m., except the last Friday when everyone is excused at 1:00 p.m. to go 
home and rest before the SPECTACULAR concert and reception that night.  The entire commu-
nity is welcomed to attend the concert and you won't want to miss it! 
 Please call April Stirling, KidSong Director, 393-0359 or 910-8078, with questions and 
to register.  
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The Spirit Moves Through our Congregational Meeting 
 
 It was May 31, Pentecost Sunday; excitement erupted during the congregational meeting. What hap-
pened? Here’s the context:  the Trustees, in response to our projected deficit, had brought a recommendation to 
the congregation that any income that comes to the church from the second cell carrier be designated 100% to 
the Amity Parish Unrestricted Fund until the end of 2009.   
 
 The trustees reminded us that depending upon outside sources for our operating budget was not wise 
fiscal policy. That prompted some to ask, “How then can we pay for this deficit, if not through new cell tower 
revenue?” 
 
 That’s when the Holy Spirit really got to work. Diana Mott stood up and issued this challenge:  She 
will give a challenge gift of $500 over and above what she had already pledged if nineteen additional donors 
would do the same. The monies would need to be received in the church office by September16, 2009.   
 
 Immediately, people stepped forward to meet the challenge. The Holy Spirit descended upon those 
gathered in Jerusalem for Pentecost so long ago, and surely descended upon us on Pentecost Sunday 2009. By 
the end of the meeting the following had agreed to donate $500 gifts above their pledges! 
 

Diana Mott 
Nancy Dickgiesser 
Phyllis Hedberg 
Michael Penn-Strah  
Bob Knapp 
Betsy Demir 
Beverly Fries 
Plus one Anonymous Donor 
 
Since then these additional donors have come forward: 
 
Women’s Fellowship Board of Directors 
John Anderson and Garrett Stack 
Faye & Eaton Chen 
George Taylor 
 

 That puts us already at a potential of an additional $5,000. Only eight more donors are needed for the 
challenge to be met! 

 
 Your gift may be the one to complete the challenge. Help us meet the goal of nineteen contributions of 
$500. E-mail or call Carole in our church office to tell her about your commitment and see we receive your 
check in church by September 16. That will assure that we also receive the challenge gift, and . . . it will re-
duce our anticipated deficit significantly so that we can continue to do meaningful mission and ministry to-
gether! 

 
Ginny Calistro 
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First Church of Christ,  Woodbridge, CT 
Church Directory  2009-2010 

 
Parishioner Information 

 
Member Name(s)       Preferred E-mail Address(es)          Telephone Number(s) (cell / home / work): 
 
__________________       _________________________      ______________________________________ 
 
__________________       _________________________      ______________________________________ 
 
__________________       _________________________      ______________________________________ 
 
__________________       _________________________      ______________________________________ 
 
__________________       _________________________      ______________________________________ 
 
__________________       _________________________      ______________________________________ 
 
 
*Note: If you prefer not to have email addresses and/or phone numbers in the directory, please indicate. 
 Also - if desired, please send favorite digital images of you (and church events) to office@uccw.org 
  

NEXT PARISHIONER DEADLINE IS WEDNESDAY, JULY 22, 2009 (a firm date) 

The Parishioner 
Published monthly by 
The First Church of Christ,  
Woodbridge, Connecticut 

Editor and Office Manager  Carole Prescott 
Pastor  The Rev. Dr. Sara E. Penn-Strah 
Pastor Emeritus  The Rev. Boyd M. Johnson, Jr. 
Compiled by  Cathy Hubbard 

Marking Life’s Passages 
             

 
Leave behind more than an empty pew. Remember the church in your will. 

 

Wedding Invitation 
 You are invited to attend the wedding ceremony of John Anderson and Garrett Stack on Friday, July 
10, at 5 PM in our church. Pastor Sara Penn-Strah will officiate. This wedding between two men, both mem-
bers of our congregation, and a couple for 29 years, is not only historic under the new laws of Connecticut, but 
is the first in the long history of our church. Garrett and John were one of the eight plaintiff couples who filed 
a lawsuit against the State of Connecticut for the right to marry under the equal treatment section of the Con-
necticut Constitution. We hope you can join us.  
        Garrett and John 


